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Alaska Junior Theater  n  430 W 7th Ave, Suite 30 n  Anchorage, AK 99501
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 n Curriculum Connections

 n Learning Resources

 n Performance Background

 n Activities for the Classroom

 n Theatre Etiquette

Additional support provided by Alaska State Council on the Arts, the Atwood Foundation,
the Municipality of Anchorage, National Endowment for the Arts and WESTAF.

School Shows: Nov. 28 - Dec. 1, 
10:00 AM & 11:45 AM 

Public Show: Saturday, Dec. 2, 
at 2:00 PM

There will be no interpreted performances.
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Alaska Junior Theater is a private, nonprofit organization that has been 
bringing the best in professional theatre from around the world to Alaska’s 
young audiences since 1981. Each year, more than 40,000 students attend 

a variety of  live performances at the Alaska Center for the Performing Arts. For 
many students, our school show presentations are their only exposure to live 
performing arts. 

Each show we present has a strong educational component, and shows are linked 
to Alaska Content Standards. Alaska Junior Theater also offers teacher and student 
workshops, study guides and classroom transportation to our performances. 

We are committed to keeping ticket prices low, allowing children of  all financial 
levels to experience professional, live theatre. Our low educational ticket price of  
$8 covers only half  our costs of  presenting shows. To subsidize the remaining $8 of  each ticket, we actively 
fundraise and rely on the support of  corporations, foundations and individuals. In addition, we fundraise to 
offer full scholarships to students with financial need.

Discovery Theatre, ACPA

Special thanks to Deanna James for her help in this effort.

Alaska Junior Theater asked area teachers to review our 2017–2018 performances for direct connections to 
Alaska Content Standards. The direct connections for the A Very Electric Christmas are listed to the right, 
which will assist in lesson planning and will assure teachers that Alaska Junior Theater programs help classes 
meet curriculum connections.

To get a complete copy of  the Alaska Content Standards, visit the following web address: www.eed.
state.ak.us/contentstandards. Additional information about these standards can be found at the National 
Association for Music Education via http://www.menc.org/resources/view/national-standards-for-music-
education.

Carr Gottstein Lobby

Common Core State Standards

Speaking and Listening Standards (K - 5)
Comprehension and Collaboration: 2, 3

National Standards for Music Education

Core Music Standards (K - 5, Music)
MU:Cr1.1
MU:PR4.2



Lightwire Theater was featured as semi-finalists on NBC’s America’s Got Talent and winners of 
Tru TV’s Fake Off.  The group combines theatre and technology to bring stories to life in complete 
darkness and are internationally recognized for their signature brand of electroluminescent artistry.

Lightwire co-creators Ian Carney and Corbin Popp met in New York City while dancing in Twyla 
Tharp’s  Movin’ Out on Broadway. An immediate connection was made between the kindred spirits 
as they discovered their mutual love of art, theater and technology.  After coming across a product 
called, “el wire,” the lights turned on and the possibilities seemed endless.  Together, with their wives 
Eleanor and Whitney, they began to experiment with shapes and designs to develop puppetry-based 
neon creatures that quickly came to life.

Based in New Orleans, Lightwire Theater continues to create and deliver innovative theatrical 
experiences to audiences worldwide.

In this wonderful story, Santa’s helpers are putting the final touches on presents as a young bird named 
Max and his family head south for the winter.  Poor Max gets blown off course during a snowstorm, and 
he ends up alone and lost at the North Pole.  As he tries to make his way home, his adventure begins 
when he encounters friendly caroling worms, dancing poinsettias, Nutcracker soldiers, mischievous 
mice and an evil Rat King.  This delightful holiday production will make children wide-eyed with 
delight and warm even the smallest of hearts. 
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Resources Related to 
“A Very Electric Christmas”

Christmas Stories and Facts
Home for Christmas by Jan Brett 
Winter Lights: a Season in Poems & Quilts by Anna Grossnickle Hines
The Nutcracker by Susan Jeffers
The Angel Tree by Daphne Grab-Benedis
Nutcracker by E.T.A. Hoffman
Fairy Tale Christmas by Michael McLean
Young Scrooge: A Very Scary Christmas A Story by R.L. Stine
EllRay Jakes Rocks the Holidays! by Sally Warner
We Celebrate Christmas in Winter by Rebecca Felix
My True Love Gave to Me: Twelve Holiday Stories

Electricity, Performing and Puppets
Electricity in Your Life by Bo-hyn Seo
The Magic School Bus and the Electric Field Trip by Joanna Cole
On Stage: Theater Games and Activities for Kids by Lisa Bany-Winter
Electricity by Joseph Midthun
Working with Electricity: Electrical Engineers by Rebecca Carey Rohan
A Day at Work with an Electrical Engineer by Oscar Luz
Electric Mischief: Battery-Powered Gadgets Kids Can Build by Alan Bartholomew
Making Puppets by Sally Henry
Puppets by Meryl Doney
Who Was Thomas Aiva Edison? by Margaret Frith

Music, Movies and More
Winter Party! by Caspar Babypants
Kidz Bop Christmas Wish List
The Penguins of Madagascar: Operation Special Delivery
Thomas Edison’s Secret Lab. Twas the Night Before Liftoff
20 Holiday Adventures
A Very Nick Jr. Christmas
Let’s Learn S.T.E.M.
Holly Joliday by Megan McDonald

Check out ebooks and audio books by these authors and many more at the ListenAlaska 
and hoopla and download music at Freegal on the Anchorage Public Library Website:  

www.anchoragelibrary.org

E BRETT
E HINES

E JEFFERS
J BENEDIS

J HOFFMAN
J MCLEAN

J STINE 
J WARNER

J 394.2663 FELIX
Y MY-TRUE

E 537 SEO
E 621.3 COLE

J 372.1332 BANY-WI
J 537 MIDTHUN

J 621.3023 ROHAN
J 621.3 LUZ
J 621.31042

J 745.5922 HENRY
J 745.59224 DONEY
J-B EDISO-T FRITH

CD ZM WINTER
CD ZM KIDZ-BO C72

DVD J PENGUIN
DVD J THOMAS
DVD J TWENTY
DVD  J  VERY-NI

DVD J 500 LETS-LE
PLAY J MCDONALD
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Step 1
Copper in the middle 
of the wires allows 
electricity to travel from 

one place to another.

Step 2
A material called phosphor 
surrounds the copper wire.  
The phosphor glows when 
electricity runs through the 

wire.

Step 3
A colored plastic 
tube surrounds the 
phosphor and copper, 
completing the wire.

Step 4
When wire is attached to a 
power source it glows!  A battery 
pack  that powers the wires is 
hidden on each creature in the 

shows.

The Build
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Create A Poetic Image

I’m a Migrating Duck
My friends all gather at the creek.
We sound like

We 
to get energy for the journey.

Up we fly.  We take turns leading.
We look like

The wind whooshes by.
I hear 
all around me.

After many days, we are in a warmer place.
In spring, we’ll gather again and return home.

by

Poets draw pictures with words. This is called imagery. 
Pretend you are a migrating bird.  You are flying 
from a cold place to a warm place.  Use imagery in 
your poem. 
  

  Example: The pond is dotted with us ducks, 
        flapping our emerald and brown wings.



Search for the Words!
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Drake
Raft

Anatidae
Wax

Cartoon
Swimming

Swans
Mallard

Omnivorous
Down Feathers

Pecten
V Shape

Antarctica
Duckling

Hen
Duck Bill



The Story
Class Discussion

* Can you retell Max’s story from the point of view of 
another character, for example the Rat King, one of the 
caroling worms or a Nutcracker soldier.

* Tell the story of what Max does after the play is over.

* Tell the story if Max had been blown to a different 
place in the country.

The process of building Lightwire Theater’s eletroluminescent characters starts with the 
creators and the cast.  They build everything from the ground up, utilizing recyclable materials 
including aluminum rods, election signs, skateboard wheels, plumbing supplies, PVC pipes, 
fishing poles, duct tape, zip ties and back packs to help define peaks and angles.

Each character is built from a framework of struts and joints covered with black cloth and 
then lined with electroluminescent wire (EL wire).  The wire is attached to a battery pack that 
the actors wear and operate and the wire glows when current is run through it.  The building 
process requires knowledge of both art and technology.  The designers had to solve problems 
such as how to make a hinge joint that does not stress the light wire, or a battery pack that is 
powerful but not too heavy for the actors to wear while moving.  Some of the characters consist 
of costumes that the actors wear; others are puppets that are manipulated by the actors.  

Building and Understanding the Characters
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Complete the Maze
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Finish

Start
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My Family’s 

Traditions

Write about a holiday you celebrate
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Duck Fun Facts!
* All ducks are part of the Anatidae family

* Ducks are related to swans and geese

* There are species of ducks found on every 
continent except Antarctica

* Ducks live in fresh water and salt water

* Some ducks dive very far to get food.  
These ducks are heavier than ordinary 
ducks.

* A baby duck is called a duckling

* Groups of ducks are called a raft or 
paddling

* Ducks have wax on their feathers to make 
them waterproof

* Ducks have a down coat of feathers that 
never get wet, even when they dive

* Most ducks have one mate during 
breeding season, but will change mates the 
next season

* Ducks are omnivorous

* Ducks create nests out of grasses, mud, 
twigs, leaves, other plant material and their 
own feathers

* A adult male duck is called a drake

* Ducks are able to walk hours after 
hatching

* A duck’s bill helps it forage in the mud and 
strain food from the water

* Adult female ducks are called hens

* Hens take their ducklings swimming as 
soon as their down coat is dry

* The pecten on a duck’s bill helps them hold 
slippery food

* Ducks usually live 5 - 10 years

* Ducks fly in a “V” shape

* Ducks see well underwater

* The most common species of duck is a 
mallard

* Female ducks are more vocal than males

*Ducks are one of the most featured animals 
to be a cartoon

* Ducks have been domestic for over 500 
years, and there are now 40 breeds of 
domesticated ducks

Let’s Bingo!
Review the fun facts with your students, then 

use this word list to create bingo sheets at 
http://bingobaker.com

Drake
Raft
Anatidae
Antarctica
Wax
Duckling
Hen
Omnivorous

Duck Bill
Females
Cartoon
500 Years
Down Feath-
ers
One Mate
Swimming

Swans
Mallard
Sea Water
Heavier
Pecten
10 Years
V Shape
See
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Shrinking Plastic Cup Experiment
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Materials Needed:
 - Clear plastic cups (#6 
plastic)
 - Permanent markers
 - Xacto knife
 - Baking sheet
 - String (optional)

Directions:
 - Color the cups with 
permanent markers

 - Cut 1” - 2” slips on the top 
rim to help the cup separate

 - Place on a baking sheet and 
bake for one minute at 350

 - Watch carefully so they 
don’t burn and wait 10 minutes 
before touching the plastic 
after they come out of the 
oven

 - To display or use as an 
ornament tie string to part of 
the cup

 - To make this activity more 
of an experiment, test out 
different types of plastic 
cups to see how each melts

What Happens When You Heat the Cups?
The heat is changing the alignment of the polymer chains within the plastic.  In the cup 
manufacturing process, as polymer resin is heated, extruded, rolled into flat sheets and 
then molded.  This process aligns the polymers into an ordinary pattern, but the heat of 
the oven returns them to their naturally disordered, clumped state.

For more S.T.E.M. activities go to http://www.teacherspayteacher.com/Product/Holidays-
Around-the-World-STEM-Challenges-2899954



Theater Etiquette And Experiences 
We have a wonderful opportunity at this performance to help youth learn about attending live performances. 
Please discuss the following with your students: 
 1.  Sometimes young people do not realize how a live performance differs from watching a movie or 
      television show. A live presentation has not been pre-recorded with the mistakes edited out. This makes it   
      riskier for the performer and more exciting for the audience. It also means the audience has a real 
      contribution to make to the overall event. Each audience member affects those around him/her as well as the   
      performer. Concentrate to help the performers. The audience gives energy to the performer who uses that   
      energy to give life to the performance. 
 2.  An usher will show you where to sit. Walk slowly and talk quietly as you enter the theater. 
 3.  For safety’s sake, do not lean over or sit on the balcony railings or box ledges. Please be careful on the stairs.    
           Avoid horseplay and running throughout the building. Do not drop items on audience below.
 4.  If necessary, use the restroom before the performance begins, but after you have found your seat. Adults    
           need to accompany young students. 
 5.  You may talk quietly to the people next to you until the performance begins. 
 6.  When the lights in the theater begin to dim, it is the signal that the performance is about to begin. Stop    
           talking and turn your attention to the stage. 
 7.  Stay in your seat throughout the entire performance. 
 8.  During the performance, listen quietly and watch closely. Talking during the performance will distract    
           other audience members and performers. Try not to wiggle too much and do not kick the seat in front of you.   
           These disruptions make it hard for others around you to concentrate on the show.  
 9.  Sometimes during a performance you may respond by laughing, crying, or sighing. By all means, do so!    
           LAUGHING IS APPROPRIATE. (Teachers, please do not hush the students while they are laughing.) If   
      something is funny, it is good to laugh. If you like something a lot, applaud. This will let the
      performers know that you are enjoying the show. 
 10. At the end of the show, applaud to say thank you to the performers. The performers will bow to 
       acknowledge your appreciation and thank you for coming. 
 11. When the lights get brighter in the theater, the show is over. Stay in your seats until the On Stage 
       Coordinator dismisses your school. 
 12. Please remember: 
	 	 •Taking	photographs	or	using	 recording	devices	is	strictly	prohibited.	
	 	 •Beverages	and	food,	including	gum	and	candy,	are	not	allowed	in	the	theater.	
	 	 •You	are	only	one	person	among	several	hundred	in	the	audience.	 	
	 	 •Please	respect	 the	performers	and	your	fellow	audience	members.	
Please inform your chaperones that ushers will be available throughout the performance if there are difficulties.

You may find these and other activities on http://
lightwiretheater.com
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Alaska Junior Theater and the cast 
of A Very Electric Christmas 

would like to thank you for your time 
and support. 

We hope you had as 
much fun as we did!  
See you at the next 

show! 
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Answer 
Key

Word Search Answers (page 7)


