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Alaska Junior Theater (AJT) has successfully closed our 36th Season. We opened in October 
2017 with a special Halloween performance of Journey to Oz, an immersive production 
with singing, dancing and acting adapted from L. Frank Baum’s tales of Dorothy and her 
adventures in Oz.  In December, we presented Lightwire Theater’s A Very Electric Christmas 
to sell out crowds.  In February, we learned about the Anatomy of the Piano with Will 
Pickvance. In March, Step Afrika! brought its blend of percussive dance styles practiced 
by historically African American fraternities and sororities, African traditional dance and 
influences from a variety of other dance forms. We ended the season with the always engaging 
Pushcart Players in Peter and the Wolf. In all, we had a good mixture of music, stories and 
life lessons for children to take away from what we called our “Season of Journeys.”

During 2017-2018, the December show, A Very Electric Christmas, exceeded our school show field trip expectations by 34%.  Our 
Annual Benefit Dinner featured Step Afrika!, and we raised $22,500 for our education programs. This fiscal year, AJT continued to make 
progress toward reaching our strategic goals through programming and outreach by accomplishing the following:
•	 38,746 students and teachers attended our school performances with 7,837 of those attending from a Title I (low-income) school. 

The school performances achieved 98% of the revenue goal.
•	 In partnership with 21st Century Community Schools, AJT hosted artist workshops in Title I After-School programs at Alaska 

Native Cultural Charter School, Eagle River, Muldoon, North Star, Nunaka Valley, Ptarmigan, Mountain View, Taku, Wonder 
Park, Willow Crest Elementary Schools and Begich Middle School with a focus on dance, theatre and music. 

•	 At the Halloween night performance of Journey to Oz, AJT partnered with 18 organizations to provide AJT’s fifth community Trick-
or-Treat Party after the public show; continuing a successful AJT Halloween Tradition.

•	 268 volunteers helped make this season a success with 1,090 hours.  This helped AJT raise the curtain on 42 performances, host 35 
outreach events and change the lives of over 49,000 individuals in Anchorage and the surrounding communities.

•	 AJT’s Board held a wine tasting event, welcome dinners, a garage sale and a Tequila Tasting BBQ raising $12,267 towards our 
Education Programs.

As part of our mission of bringing the best performing arts from around the world to Alaska’s young audiences, AJT continues to offer 
subsidized tickets to age-appropriate school shows with direct ties to Alaska Content Standards, study guides and bus transportation for 
students. Reaching nearly 38,800 students and teachers and providing 1,967 full scholarships throughout the year, AJT is ensuring every 
child has access to the wonderful world of LIVE performance. 
AJT could not fulfill our mission without the generosity of our patrons, our volunteers, our sponsors and donors! Thank you for your 
continued support. By being involved with Alaska Junior Theater, you enrich the lives of young people and families in our community 
through the performing arts.

Sincerely, 

Yvonne Charles Lainie Dreas 
Board President Executive Director

A  MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Students dancing with Step Afrika! during one of 
three workshops they lead while in Anchorage!

[It is] wonderful to have students 
in the community seeing live arts. 
This is very valuable and makes a 
lasting impression.
– Kindergarten Teacher, Ursa Major Elementary.
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Alaska Junior Theater (AJT) is a nonprofit organization that has been bringing the best 
in professional theater from around the world to Alaska’s youth and family audiences for 
36 years. Each year, nearly 40,000 students attend a variety of live performances, which 
share the common educational goal of “bringing learning to life.” For many students, AJT’s 
school-time presentations are their only exposure to the performing arts. 

Supporting Education
Each show we present has a strong educational theme. Our shows are often able to inspire 
many students who cannot be reached in a more traditional classroom setting. Teachers 
also rely on our study guides to prepare their students for what they will see and to create 
 classroom projects in history, social studies, geography, science and other fields. To augment 
our performances, we offer teacher and  student  performing arts workshops and master classes 
whenever they are available.

Building a StrongEr community
AJT is committed to building a stronger community by presenting programs that offer  
different cultural perspectives to Alaska’s  children - thereby expanding their horizons, opening 
new worlds of insight into other cultures and inspiring them to work towards overcoming 
 barriers.  We also offer a public family series, allowing all members of the family to enjoy high-
quality entertainment together.       
  
StrEngthEning partnErShipS throughout alaSka
AJT continues to work on strengthening partnerships to bring theatre, music and dance 
performances to young people and families in smaller Alaskan  communities. For the 2017-
2018 Season, AJT built upon its relationships with cultural and community organizations 
with our Halloween Trick-or-Treat Party.  

crEating accESSiBility
AJT is committed to keeping ticket prices low, allowing children of all financial levels to 
have a professional theatre experience. Our low educational ticket price of $8 in Anchorage 
includes not only a performance, but also bus transportation for students and teachers to and 
from the Alaska Center for the Performing Arts. This price covers half our costs of presenting 
the shows. To subsidize the remaining $8 of each ticket, we actively fundraise and rely on 
the support of corporations, foundations and individuals with a strong community spirit to 
provide scholarship support. In addition, we fundraise to offer full scholarships, at a cost of 
$15 each, to students with financial need.  Since our  inception, we have presented the best in 
the performing arts to over 1 million children and parents! 

ABOUT AlASkA JUNIOR THEATER

The cast of Journey to Oz posing with 
children at the Halloween party. 

Members of Step Afrika! leading a workshop 
at the Mountian View Library.

The Pushcart Players with students at Wonder 
Park Elementary School

Jake Armstrong
Michael “Buzz” Buzinkski
Karen Gasque
Michael Jerue
Zobia Kennedy
 

Sheila Lomboy
Brian Singleton

Yvonne Charles, President
Mary Jackson, 1st Vice President
Kris Palmatier, 2nd Vice President
Cameron Reitmeirer, Treasurer
Deanna James, Secretary

Lainie Dreas, Executive Director
Elizabeth Serrano & David Nolen, 
Education Associates
Nick McDermott & Alexis Sheeder, 
Marketing Associates

Michael Cross, Technical Director
Rod Mehrtens, Set Rebuilder
Lorrie & Morris Horning, Founders

Staff

    2017-2018 Board of Directors

Directors trustees

Brenda Arthur
Rob German
Liz Osorio
Donna Williams
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The mission of Alaska Junior Theater is to bring the best  performing arts from around the world to 
Alaska’s youth and family audiences, regardless of their socioeconomic status.

Highlights of AJT’s 2017-2018 Season:
•	 Provided 1,967 student scholarships to school shows. 
•	 Raised the curtain on 42 performances.
•	 Reached 49,451 community members through educational  performances and outreach 

activities.
•	 Partnered with 268 volunteers who contributed 1,090 of hours to ensure youth have access 

to the performing arts.
•	 Conducted 35 master classes, lectures or outreach events. 
•	 Allocated 496 complimentary tickets to public shows.
•	 Distributed pre-performance study guides to teachers in the Anchorage and  Matanuska-

Susitna Borough School district teachers. 

Journey to Oz –  Experiential Theater Company gave six school performances, a library reading 
and craft event, two theatre workshops and one public show in the Atwood Concert Hall for 
more than 10,894 diverse audience members in the Anchorage and the Mat-Su Borough. AJT’s 
annual Halloween Trick-or-Treat Party was held after the public show on all four floors of the 
Alaska Center for the Performing Arts, giving community businesses a chance to participate in 
a safe environment to hand out candy to kids.

A Very Electric Christmas – Exceeded all expectations with 12,136 students and teachers 
attending.  Lightwire Theater is becoming very well known and appreciated in our community.

Anatomy of the Piano – This was a truly fantastic show that entertained and educated everyone 
who got the change to see Will Pickvance turn a piano into so much more. AJT presented 
Anatomy of the Piano with Will Pickvance for eight school shows reaching 3,042 students, 
teachers and chaperones.

Step Afrika! – Step Afrika! reached 10,957 community members through performances and 
outreach events.  Underground Dance Company, SanKosa Dance Theatre of Alaska and The 
Drift Gallery Dance Studio each performed a piece to create an opening act for he public show. 
This dance company owned the stage with its percussive dance styles practiced by historically 
African American fraternities and sororities, African traditional dance and influences from a 
variety of other dance forms.      

ACHIEVEMENTS

Will Pickvance showing off 
the Anatomy of a Piano at the 

Loussac Library.

Makeshift stage for a Journey 
to Oz workshop with excited 

Pheobe Taylor of Pushcart Players 
helping  make a wolf mask for a 

young fan.

The electroluminescent puppets of 
“Electric Christmas.”

Peter and the Wolf - The always engaging Pushcart Players delighted students and families 
with their reinvention of Prokofiev’s classic musical story. With performances and outreach 
events, these artists reached 8,476 members in our community.

Local Sororities and Fraternities gave a fabulous 
Welcome Dinner for Step Afrika! at Clark 

Middle School.

AJT’s  Annual  Benefit – Step Afrika! performed 
as we celebrated 36 years of bringing the best in 
professional family theatre to Alaska during our 
Annual Benefit Dinner in March and raised more 
than $22,500.00 for our Education Programs. 
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Total Revenue: $532,655

Administrative Expenses: $94,855

Production Expenses: $367,047

Troupe Fees: $84,000

Total Expenses: $545,902

Alaska Junior Theater’s performances would not be possible  
without the generous support of our donors. Thank you!

OPERATING BUDGET

Peter and the Wolf

Earned Income: $360,952

Contributions: $104,503

Grants: $67,200

Step Afrika!

Anatomy of the Piano

A Very Electric Christmas

Journey to Oz
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Haf & Half, Inc.

Frank Jeffries & 
Jacqueline Holzman

2017- 2018 COMMUNITY 

Crossroads Production 
Light & Sound

2 Friends Gallery 
49th State Brewing Company
907 Surplus 
A.B.A.T.E. Of Alaska, Inc. 
Advanced Clinical Skin Care, LLC.
AJT Board of Directors 
AK Starfish Co. 
Alaska Aviation Museum 
Alaska Center for Dermatology
Alaska Center for the Performing 
   Arts 
Alaska Chamber Singers 
Alaska Dance Theatre 
Alaska Dinner Factory 
Alaska Gourmet Subs
Alaska Heritage Museum at Wells 
   Fargo 
Alaska Industrial Hardware
Alaska Mill Feed & Garden
Alaska Native Heritage Center
Alaska Public Media
Alaska Railroad Corporation
Alaska Rock Gym
Alaska Safety
Alaska Sealife Center
Alaska Writer’s Guild 
Alaska Zoo
Alaskan Brewing Co.
Alaskan Sweet Things
Allen & Peterson Cooking & 
   Appliance Center 
Altman, Rogers & Co.
Alyeska Pipeline Service Company
AJ Ament
Khafani Amundson
Anchorage Concert Association 
Anchorage Concert Chorus
Anchorage Education Association
Anchorage Fire Department
Anchorage Fur Rondezvous
Anchorage Marriott Downtown
Anchorage Media Group
Anchorage Moose Lodge No. 1534
Anchorage Museum at the 
   Rasmuson Center 
Anchorage Opera 
Anchorage Symphony Orchestra
Anchorage Wine House 
Hannah Andrews
Anonymous
Arctic Mermaid Mosics
Arctic RoadRunner, Inc. 
Art by Vonnie
Jacob Armstrong*
Art by Vonnie 
Brenda Arthur*
Artique, Ltd
JoAnn Augdahl
Avalanche Escape Rooms
Barbara Bankston
Barnes & Noble
Kary & Johnico Bashford-Blumer
Barbara & Gary Baugh 
Brian & Lori Baus
Bear Tooth Theatre Pub/Moose’s 
   Tooth Pizzaria
Begich Middle School
Bell’s Nursery 
Kristie & Nate Benson

Kate Bentley
Big Dipper Clothing
Emily Blahous
Emma Bolin
Bosco’s 
Boys & Girls Club 
Wade & Paula Bradison
Julius Brecht
Bridge Seafood Restaurant
Patty Brown
Brown’s Electric Company
Bubbly Mermaid Champagne 
   and Oyster Bar 
Michael Buzinski*
Quincy Byrd 
Cabin Fever 
Ellen Call
Harold & Judy Campbell
Ann Canaday
Carrs/Safeway
Dana Castro
Catered Blessings Dessert First 
Scott Centers
Connie & Bill Chambers 
Tyrone  & Yvonne Charles* 
Classic Toys
Cold Stone Creamery
Color Art Printing
Joshua & Anelis Comeau
COSTCO
Chiquita Cothron
Larry & Lonnie Custer
Cyrano’s Theatre Company 
Lindsey Dailey
Kevin Dalzell
Dark Horse Coffee
Zeke Daubney
Katherine Dawson
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
   Alaska Chapter
Denali Destroyer Dolls
Denali Raft Adventures, Inc. 
Denali Zipline Tours
Dianne’s Wild Fork Catering 
Dino’s Donuts 
Mary Knox Dodge 
Sheryl Douglas
Al Dreas & Toni LaChappelle
Lainie Dreas+
Ryan Dubdahl
Walker Dunford*
ELBY Charters 
Elite Sports Performance Gym
Far North Yarn Company 
Fathom Graphics
Mara Ferderber
James & Marsha Fergusson
Fire Island Rustic Bakeshop
Firetap Alehouse Restaurant
First National Bank Alaska
FlightLinez Bootleg Canyon 
Rosa Foster
Fraternal Order of the Alaska  
    State Troopers
Fred Meyers Community 
   Rewards
Wilma Frenzel
Vonnie Gaither
Jilene Galle

Ed & Karen Gasque*
Max & Michelle Geidi
Sarah Gerken
Amanda & Robert German*
Get Air Anchorage
Sandi Goersch
Grande Denali Lodge 
Great Alaska Pizza Co. 
Great Harvest Bread Company 
Laura & Mark Green
Rachel Gregory
Staci Gulsvig
H2Oasis Indoor Waterpark 
Anne Habza
Cindy Hamilton
William Harbour
Harp By Skookum 
Marieke & Mike Heatwole
Erik & Robin Hill
Hilltop Ski Area 
Hilton Anchorage Hotel 
Brianna Hitchcock
Marie Hilderbrandt
Cindy Holderith
Holiday Station Stores 
Pam & Graydon Horan
Lorrie & Morris Horning 
   (Founders)
Shawn Horning & Claire Costello
Jolynne Howard
Tom & Cheryl Howdyshell
Abraham Hsieh
Humpy’s Great Alaskan Alehouse
Husky Homestead 
Iditarod Trail Committee
iHeartMedia
Inlet Tower Hotel & Suites 
Mary & Tony Jackson*
Jack James
Linda & Mike James
Mike & Deanna James*
Ryan Jaramillo & Christie Watson 
Joann Jenson
Micheal Jerue*
Jewel Lake Tastee Freeze 
M. Dian Johnson
Franklin Harris & Tina Johnson-   
       Harris 
Johnstone Industrial Supply
John Joseph
Sue Joyce 
JPS Home Maintenance & Repair 
K & L Distributors
Kare-N-Hands
Kenai Fjords Tours 
Sean & Zobia Kennedy*
KFAT 92.9 FM
Kobuk Coffee 
Rebecca Koford
Dave & Cassie Kosinski
Teri, Carolyn & Jim Kostka* 
Ron Kotyk
Kelly Kowal
Peter & Ena Laliberte
Last Frontier Diving School
Stacey & Chris Ledgerwood
Mary Lee Allen & Andrew Allen
Kelly Levitt
Little Dipper Diner

Liz Bowen Glass Artist 
Alex & Sheila Lomboy*
Jedidiah Long
Longevity Labs
Gina & Ken Luckey
Major Marine Tours
David Mannheimer
Leah Martinez
Patricia McAdoo
Bryce McCandless
Mike & Paula McCarroll
Hugh McClament
Julia McClure
Adam McCullough & Erika 
   Griffith Stafford
Linda McCray
Samantha McGee
McGinley’s Irish Pub
Ryli Meehan
Rod Mehrtens
Tish Millette
MoPop
Ann Morgester
Marie Motschman
Bill & Heather Mott
Mr. Prime Beef 
Madilyn Nageak
Nataia Nelson
Heather Nice
Tom & Ruth Nighswander
Office Of Senator Dan Sullivan
Ohana Media Group
Oil & Vinegar
Once In A Blue Moose 
Liz Osorio*
Over the Rainbow Toys 
Ozarks
Kerry & Connie Ozer
Kris Palmatier* & Joe Sonnier
Pandora 
Juna & Henry Penney
Audrey Phelps
Rachel Pompe
Jim & Cassandra Posey
Phil & Joan Pragman
Lisa Prince
Carl Propes
Putters Wild 
Samual Raine
Vicky Rasmussen
Real Estate Unlimited
Red Robin Alaska, Inc./Pizza 
   Studio 
Red Shed Alaska
Tucker Reed
Kim & Cameron Reitmeier*
Rhonda Scott Art
Catherine Rogers
Cynthia Roland
Janine & Joe Romanosky*
Barbara & Raymond Rouzan
Steve Saboundjian
Sacks Cafe & Restaurant
Salon Ivy
Madelyn & Bill Schlansker
Charles Schumann
Michelle Schwenn
Scooper Trooper, LLC
Seward Fishing Club

Gabiella Shaw
Sheraton Anchorage Hotel & 
   Ice Spa 
Liz & Ken Sherwood
ShuzyQ
Side Street Espresso
David Sierks
Signature Land Services 
Silver Bullet Kenai Rover Guide   
    Services
Jill & Brian Singleton*
SKHOOP, Smart Scandinavian 
   Wear, LLC.
Snow City Café
South Restaurant 
Spenard Roadhouse 
Staples Business Advantage
State Farms Companies 
    Foundation
Steller Sleep Diagnotics
Jeanine & Al St. John
Danielle Stark
Brett Starr
Jennifer & Bob Stratton 
Greg Stoddard
William Stokes
Dominic Stossel
Studio 49 
Subway Of Alaska 
Sullivan’s Steakhouse 
Summit Spice & Tea Co. 
Bryson Spicer 
Carrie Sumner
Dorea Sun
Sweet Caribou
Pam Tanora  
Virginia Taylor 
Deanna & Richard Teders  
The Chicago Cubs  
The Horn Doctor
Patricia Thomas
Alexis & Mike Tibor
Anna Tillman
Title Wave Books
TOTE Maritime Alaska
Uncle Joe’s Pizzeria
Underground Dance Company
Upper One Studios
Urban Greens Subs & Salads
Dr. Warren Urda
Ashley Vega-Barrera
Visit Anchorage
Shelly Wade & Dave Soquet
Walgreens 
Krista & Zach Walker
Stacy Walker
Welakahao Catamaran, Inc.  
Jenny & Mark Wehrmann
WESTAF
Wet N Wild Hawaii 
Donna H. Williams*
Carla Wight 
Ann Wingquest 
Sam Wolfe
Brian & Karen Worthington*

Jacqueline Carr 
The Carr Foundation

* indicates aJt Board member
+ indicates aJt Staff AlASkA JUNIOR THEATER 2017-2018 ANNUAl REPORT


