
A
nn

ua
l R

ep
or

t
30

 y
ea

rs
 O

F 
PR

OF
ES

SI
ON

AL
 FA

MI
LY

 T
HE

AT
RE

B
R

IN
G

IN
G

 T
H

EA
TR

E 
TO

 L
IF

E



A message from the 
President & Executive 

Director
Dear Friends, 

Alaska Junior Theater is honored to have completed our 30th Anniversary Season.  We started off our year 
with a celebration in town square and ended the year with the well received Peter and the Wolf by Pushcart 
Players.  During the 2011-2012 Season both Sleeping Beauty and Peter and the Wolf were so well received we 
had to add seats to accommodate all of our teachers and students. At our Annual Benefit Dinner, we raised 
over $30,000 for AJT education programs, exceeding our goal expectations.  Although we did not reach our 
anticipated sales in our public performance this season, we were able to reach new audience members and 
create stronger bonds within the community.
 
AJT continues to offer subsidized tickets to age-appropriate school shows with direct ties to Alaska Content 
Standards, study guides and transportation for students. AJT reaches over 40,000 students and teachers and 
provides more than 3,000 full scholarships each year, ensuring each child has access to the wonderful world of 
live performance. 

This year was filled with ups and downs! We attempted new fundraising events, made connections with new 
organizations and witnessed breathtaking performances. We continue to make progress toward reaching our 
strategic goals through programming and outreach. This fiscal year, AJT accomplished the following:
 
•	 More than 16,952 students and teachers attended our school performances of Sleeping Beauty and Peter and the Wolf.  
•	 Both Sleeping Beauty and Peter and the Wolf were sold-out and were waitlisted before the season even began.
•	 AJT sold a record breaking number of seats to our Annual Benefit.
•	 A Story Before Time helped to build stronger bonds with the native community through a potluck and drumming event at 

Alaska Native Cultural Charter School and a dance workshop at the Alaska Native Heritage Centers Teen Program.
•	 Danny, King of the Basement gave AJT the opportunity to partner with eleven other local non-profit organizations and give 

back to the homeless families in the community.
•	 We had a combined total of more than 60 people turn out for our Fiddle and Step-Dance workshops with Grand Dérangement.
•	 Nearly 81.9% of all teachers who attended our shows rated them with a 4 (liked it) or 5 (loved it).
•	 We held a Wine Tasting event and two Cake Walks after our public shows raising more than $33,500 towards our  Education 

Programs.

AJT could not fulfill our mission without the valued support of you, our patrons, our volunteers, our sponsors 
and donors! Thank you for your continued support. By being involved with AJT, you enrich the lives of young 
people and families in our communities through the performing arts.       
					         

Sincerely, 		

Pam Robinson                 				    Lainie Dreas 
President, Board of Directors    			   Executive Director
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Alaska Junior Theater is a private, nonprofit organization that has been bringing the best in professional theater from 
around the world to Alaska’s young audiences for 30 years. Each year, more than 40,000 students attend a variety of 
live performances, which share the common educational goal of “bringing learning to life.” For many students, AJT’s 
school-time presentations are their only exposure to the performing arts. 

Supporting Education
Each show we present has a strong educational theme. Our shows are often able to inspire many students who cannot be 
reached in a more traditional classroom setting. Teachers also rely on our study guides to prepare their students for what 
they will see and to create classroom projects in history, social studies, geography, science and other fields. To augment our 
performances, we offer teacher and student performing arts workshops and master classes whenever they are available.

Building a Stronger Community
AJT is committed to building a stronger community by presenting programs that offer different cultural perspectives to 
Alaska’s children—thereby expanding their horizons, opening new worlds of insight into other cultures,  and inspiring 
them to work towards overcoming barriers.  We also offer a public family series,  allowing all members of the family to 
enjoy high-quality entertainment together.         

Strengthening Partnerships Throughout Alaska
AJT continues to work on strengthening partnerships to bring theater, music and dance performances to young people 
and families into smaller Alaskan communities. For the 2011-2012 season, AJT will build upon its relationships with 
rural school districts, cultural organizations and Alaska Native corporations to facilitate performances in other towns.

Creating Accessibility
AJT is committed to keeping ticket prices low, allowing children of all financial levels to have a professional theater experience. 
Our low educational ticket price of $7 in Anchorage includes not only a performance, but also bus transportation for 
students and teachers to and from the Alaska Center for the Performing Arts. This price covers half our costs of presenting 
the shows. To subsidize the remaining $7 of each ticket, we actively fundraise and rely on the support of corporations, 
foundations and individuals with a strong community spirit to provide scholarship support. In addition, we fundraise to 
offer full scholarships, at a cost of $15 each, to students with financial need.  Since our inception, we have presented the 
best in the performing arts to almost 850,000 children and parents. 

A         bout Alaska Junior Theater

2011-2012 Board of Directors
Pam Robinson, President

Sara Kallman, First Vice President
Tina Johnson-Harris, Second Vice President

Susan Kruse, Secretary
Cassie Kosinski, Treasurer

Alice Barnett
Denise Brown Robinson

Diane Hoffbauer
Jim Kostka

Teri Kostka
Mary Lee-Allen

Josie Wilson

Staff
Lainie Dreas, Executive Director

Leah Lopshire, Education Associate
Maggie Jane Moonin, Marketing Associate

Michael Cross, Technical Director
Lorrie & Morris Horning, Founders
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chievementsA
The mission of Alaska Junior Theater is to bring the best 
performing arts from around the world to Alaska’s 
youth and family audiences.

During the 2011–2012 fiscal year, Alaska Junior Theater 
accomplished the following:
•	 Provided 2,125 student scholarships to school shows. 
•	 Raised the curtain on 48 performances.
•	 Reached 41,579 community members through educational performances and outreach activities.
•	 Partnered with 250 volunteers who contributed 907 of hours to ensure youth have access to the performing 

arts.
•	 Conducted 22 master classes, lectures or outreach events. 
•	 Allocated 944 complimentary tickets to public shows, a majority of which were to given social service 

organizations.
•	 Distributed pre-performance study guides to teachers in the Anchorage and Matanuska-Susitna Borough 

School district teachers. 

A Story Before Time  – Participated in a Potluck and Drumming share at the Alaska Native Cultural Charter 
School.  They also provided a dance workshop for the Alaska Native Heritage Center’s Teen Program.  “I liked 
when the Grandmother of the twins starts to dance.  I liked the way she moved so swiftly and it looked very nice.  
I liked that the show has a  “lesson” and I learned some new things.” - Grade 6, Orion.

Danny, King of the Basement – Artists from the show attended the Community Awareness Fair held at The 
Salvation Army Community Center.  We collected items for homeless families and had other organizations 
take part in the event to give out information on how to be involved. “I learned that there are a lot of people in 
Danny’s situation and we need to help.” – Grade 9, North Anchorage Christian Academy.

Sleeping Beauty – David hosted a storytelling workshop at Taku Elementary and did a story hour at the Loussac 
Library.  “I learned how much more exciting a show can be with rhyme, visuals and beautiful piano.  How one 
actor can be all the parts.  Absolutely amazing!” - Grade 1 - 3, Denali Montessori.

Grand Dérangement – For outreach into the community, the group held a Master Fiddle Workshop and a 
Step-Dance Workshop for local fiddlers and dancers.  “I liked when the tap dancer sat on the chair and tapped 
her feet, and then stopped when the fiddler turned around, and started tapping again when he left.” - Grade 4, 
Denali Montessori.

30th Annual Benefit – We celebrated 30 years of bringing the best in professional family theater to Alaska 
during our annual benefit and raised more than $33,000.00 for our Education Programs. We were pleased to 
have Grand Dérangement as our guest artist for the event which was held at the Bill Sheffield Train Depot this 
year.

Peter and the Wolf – They performed ten sold out school shows, four of them in the Atwood Concert Hall. 
“My favorite part was the cat and duck.  I loved the duck, it’s funny voice and how it moved.” - Grade 1, Denali 
Montessori.
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perating BudgetO
Earned Income: $281,533

Contributions: $94,950

Grants: $67,950

Total Revenue: $444,433

Administrative Expenses: $91,040

Production Expenses: $338.582

Troupe Fees: $96,000

Total Expenses: $525,622



Alaska Junior Theater 2011-2012 Annual Report    l 5

2011-2012 Community Support 

Larry & Wilma CarrCrossroads FLP

Crossroads Production 
Light & Sound

Barnard & Rachel Gottstein
Jacqueline Holzman, Frank 

Jeffries & Jordan Jeffries

ACENT, Advanced Clinical Skin Care, LLC, Agnew:Beck Consulting, LLC, Aladdin’s Restaurant, Alaska Community Share, Alaska 
Center for the Performing Arts, Alaska Community Land Trust, Alaska Denali Winery, Alaska Public Telecommunications Inc., 
Mark & Dawn Alger, Allure Day Spa & Hair Design, Altman, Rogers & Co., Alyeska Pipeline Service Company, Anchorage Media 
Group, Anchorage Publishing Company, Anonymous, ARAMARK, Mary Ellen Ashton & Fred Dewey, Bagoy’s Florist, Rusty & 
Alice Barnett*, Kary & Johnico Bashford-Blumer, Barbara & Gary Baugh, Kimberly Beckford, Chrissy & Shannon Bell, Angelica 
Bellomy, Nate & Kristie Benson, Pita Jelley Benz, Karin & Trond Berentsen, Ed & Emily Blahaus, Ed Bos, Jeanne Bowie, BP, Wade 
& Paula Bradison, Mary Braun, Cathy Bromley, Vin Robinson & Denise Brown Robinson, Steve & Colleen Brown, Michael Buzin-
ski, BuzzBizz Studios, Ellen Call, Judy Campbell, Linda Cameron, Yvonne & Tyrone Charles, Lucian Childs, Yong Choi, Chugach 
Alaska Corporation, Amy Clifford, Coca Cola of Alaska, Color Art Printing, Camille Conte, Kim Copadis, Crush Wine Bistro & 
Cellar, Belle Cunningham, Vicki Curtis, Kevin Dalzell, Erika Dauenhauer, MaryAnn Dauenhauer, Lia David, Anna & Steve Davis, 
Amelia Delgado, Dell/Force 10 Networks, Logan DeMarcus, Magbule & Elvis Demiri, Angela Dempsey, Kelly Dennis, Robin Dern 
& Michael Frieser, Chris & Ben Dillon, Lainie Dreas, Al Dreas & Toni LaChappelle, Jayne & Dwight Ellerbe, Sharon & Jerry Fairley, 
Mary Federoff, Financial Resources, Inc., First National Bank Alaska, Mike Ford & Jennifer Sherwin, Charlotte Fox & Michael Stine-
baugh, Patricia Francher, Kathleen Gage, Kari Gardey & Mike Bruce, Christine Gill, Government of Canada, Madeline Grant, Great 
Harvest Bread Company, Rachel Gregory, Moira & Scott Halbert, Cindy Hamilton, Gwen & John Hanley, Robert Hanson, Bonny 
Headley & Micheal Mense, Jana Heyenga, Diane Hoffbauer, Holiday Superstations, Renata Hoskins & Craig Mollerstuen, Humpy’s 
Great Alaskan Alehouse, Karen Hunt,  Tom Iverson, Karl & Michele James, Stephanie Johnson, Frank Harris & Tina Johnson-Harris, 
Viki Kaas, Viki Kaas, Dr. James Kallman & Sarah Kallman, Diane Kaplan, Donna Kellar, Teri Ann Kilborn, Rachel & Mike Knapp, 
Koahnic Broadcast Station, Matthew Kolesky, David & Cassie Kosinski, Jim & Teri Kostka, Barb & Russ Kraft, Ward & Susan Kruse, 
La Mex, Sheila Lankford, Stephany & Hal LaPointe, Rhody Launders, Lois Law, Andrew Allen & Mary Lee-Allen, Lil’ Cake Lady, 
Robert M. Loeffler, Gina & Ken Luckey, Lynden Family of Companies, Jennifer Lynn & Jeff Oliver, Anna Mayre, Patrick McCaleb, 
Paula & Mike McCarroll, Lynda McConnell, Patricia McDaid, Virginia McKinney & Joe Josephson, Russ & Tish Millette, Brian & 
Liane Minster, Carol Moonie & David Mannheimer, Nancy Moran, Ann Morgester, Jared & Kyler Moser, Vivienne Murray, Opal 
Myers, Sarah & Bob Nelson, Jim & Elizabeth O’Malley, Odom Corporation, Connie & Kerry Ozer, Lex Patten, Janet Platt, Marie & 
Dan Polito, Joan & Phil Pragman, Rasmuson Foundation, Real Estate Unlimited, Dan Redfield, Rise and Shine Bakery, Pam & Marc 
Robinson, Karan Rogers, Beth Rose & John Levy, Mary Ruebelmann, Sagaya Wholesale, Stephen Sammons, Bill Sargent & Evelyn 
Fang, Stacey Saunders & Michael Cohn, Elizabeth Serrano, Randee Shafer, Joann Shore, Side Street Espresso, Jill & Brian Singleton, 
Carl & Michelle Smith, Lexi St. John, Kaerin Stephens, Dorea Sun, Superstar Pastry Design, Nithya & Yaso Thiru, Schawna Thoma & 
Michael Powell, Shauna Tieszen, Anna Tillman,Caryn Tillman & Shannon Methe, Richard Tillman, Sheryl & Douglas Tollarud, Wil-
lem & Rose Van Hemert, Shelly Wade & Dave Soquet, Stacy Walker, Linda Rose Weppner, Pilar & John Whitworth, Dawn Wilcox, 
Josie Wilson, Mary Wolcoff, Heather Wollrich,Wendy Woolf


